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despair had vanished, a resolution had 
come. 

“I have not lost all,” he said; “I still 
have something to live for. Nemo. 

PROGRESS AT LOS ANGELES 

Social Democrats have every reason 
to be satisfied with the progress made 
in Los .\ngeles during the past six 
months. L'nceasing effort, a clear¬ 
sighted policy, an undivided detennina- 
tion to advance the cause of Socialism, 
have been marked by a growth of senti¬ 
ment in favor of co-operation hitherto 
unknown in southern California. 

. To begin with, our comrades have in¬ 
creased the circulation of the .Appeal to 
Reason from a few score of subscribers 
to over 700, and they are now working 
like beavers to raise that again to 1,500. 
J. A. W'ayland has a wanu place in our 
hearts, and this is our way of showing 
our appreciation of his inestimable serv¬ 
ices to the cause. Incidentally we are 
trying to secure the brass band he has 
promised to the city with the largest 
circulation when the .Appeal reaches the 
75,000 mark. 

.Again, while others were wondering 
how it was to be done, Eugene \'. Debs 
had come, gone and left a city of 125,- 
000 astounded at the fact that it con¬ 
tained so niany Socialists. This visit 
was marked by three great meetings at¬ 
tended by thousands, one being a re¬ 
ligious service at which two bishops anti 
many ministers were present. With the 
financial aid of Comrade H. G. Wilshire 
and the trades unions all this had been 
successfully carried through by a hamU 
ful of Social Democrats. 

llarring Christmas and New A'ear's 
eve, propaganda meetings have been 
belli every Sunday evening sirfee .Aug. 
20. These have been addressed by able 
speakers and have been the cause of 
many an article in the daily jjress. .A 
pleasing incident marked the last day of 
the old year. In place of the regular 
Sunday jiropaganda meeting, on the in¬ 
vitation of the trustees and deacons of 
the Memorial Baptist church, the mem¬ 
bers of the branch attended service 
there to hear a special sermon by the 
Rev. diaries C. Pierce, formerly of 
Chelsea. Mass., on “Three Thoughts for 
the Dawning Century." This proved a 
rare treat, as it was a masterly defense 
of co-operation from an earnest and fear¬ 
less ailvocate of .Socialism. 

I'or the present t ear we are mapping 
out elaborate plans, and no stone will be 
left unturned which may help to advance 
tile cause of .Socialism and tlie principles 
of .''ocial Democracy. 

James T. \'an Rensselaer. 

NEW ETHICS AT CHICAGO 

The new president of Vale university 
has clearly the courage of his convic¬ 
tions—or else he has lieen put in touch 
with the diplomatic proceilure which the 
University of Chicago has adoi'ted since 
the case of licniis. 

To the unobservant it might seem the 
height of auil.acity, not to say insolence, 
for an invited speaker at a University of 
Chicago convocation to preach a new 
.and higher code of busine.ss ethics—"a 
system which shall treat the director as 
having nioral responsibilities to his 
stockholders, to his workingmen and to 
the consumers th.it purchase his gootls 
or his services." Does not the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago annually celebrate on 
h'ounder's dtiy a man who lias failetl at 
two out of three of the.se ethical points? 
Is it not now clinging to a promise of 
$2,000,000 more front John D. Rocke¬ 
feller, who has violated every ethical 
principle that business relations could 
raise? The head of the Standard Oil 
company has been loyal to his stock¬ 
holders—when his interest as a greater 
stockholder demandcil it. Hut as for 
his workingmen and the consumers of 
his product, he has regarded them but 
as so many lemons to be squeezed, so 
many mines to be worked until the vein 
is cxhaustetl, then left to oblivion -Chi¬ 
cago Journal. 

ECONOMIC EVOLUTION 

With civil and religious rights at¬ 
tained, there is the strange fact that the 
people are coming under the new bond¬ 
age of money and business tnists; the 
profits of the.se arc largely shared by the 
■few who control the natural sources of 
wealth and are amassing fabulous for¬ 
tunes: they own the mines, the forests, 
the lands, the machinery, and control 
transpiortation; are corrupting politics 
and legislation and weakening the in¬ 
tegrity of nations. These combinations 
are steps in economic evolution; ugly 
forms of an ultimate good; cold, selfish, 
cruel often, but they must all be tried 
and judged in the court of the world’s 
coming conscience. In some wav jus¬ 
tice must come to all.—Dr. li. W. 
Thomas, Chicago. 

If you order^ the ‘‘Po*ket Library of 
Socudism," complete, you would pay for- 
it 50 cents cash. These booklets are all 
go^, uniform in size and just what you 
would buy if jtou could see them. 


The founders of scientific Socialism 
are Karl Marx (1818-1883). Friedrich 
Engels (1822-1895), and Ferdinand Las- 
salle (1825-1864). Of these Marx was 
the economist and philosopher, and Las- 
salle the orator, while lingels, a wealthy 
manufacturer, furnished a shelter for 
Marx in exile, popularized his teaciiings 
and aided him in his propaganda. The 
leading doctrines of Socialism stated by 
Thomas Kirkup (see Marx, Capital, 
1867) are the following: 

Society is an organism subject to evo¬ 
lution. At each stage of its growth it 
develops institutions suitable for its pres¬ 
ent needs. Of these the economic are 
the basis: upon them rest all others, po¬ 
litical, religious, educational, social, do¬ 
mestic, etc. As society passes from one 
stage of development to another it out¬ 
grows many of its old in.stitutions and 
fa.sts them off exactly as a snake out¬ 
grows and casts off its skin. This 
Roman slavery gave place to medieval 
serfdom, which in turn was superseded 
by modern wage serv'ice. Leading fea¬ 
tures of the present industrial system are 
private property in the means of wealth 
production—i. e., protluetive land and 
cajiital. These are owned by a compar¬ 
atively few individuals, companies and 
corporations, while the labor upon and 
with them is performed by the majority 
of the population organized and co-op¬ 
erating as wage-earners. Production 
has thus become social rather than indi¬ 
vidual. Production is conducted not for 
the good of the-workers, nor of the com¬ 
munity, but for the enrichment of the 
owners of the land-and capital. Their 
wealth is obtained by the systematic de¬ 
frauding or '‘exploiting" of the laborers, 
who, it is held, produce all wealth, but 
are paid the "wage.s of subsistence"— 
i. e., just enough to maintain them and 
their families (better, ai:e hired as 
cheaply as possible)—the balance or 
“surplus’’ of their product passing as 
“profit" to capitalist employt^s, who 
thus, in cases, amass millions. Social 
production is thus accompanied by 
individual "capitalistic” appropriation. 
Goods are produced not primarily for 
use. but for sale. Tlie capitalist’ pro¬ 
ducers being rivals rather than co-work-, 
ers, each seeks not to produce simply his 
fair share of the total .cnpply demanded, 
but to capture as much of the market 
as possible. Production is thus without 
pain. 1 hat each may increase his sales 
he offers his goods as cheaply as po.s- 
sible: but that profits may not fall, the 
goods are ailulterated: "shoddy" tri- 
um|)hs over solitl worth: cheapness 
means “nastiness." To get rich faster, 
ci|)italist employers utilize steam and 
electricity anil more and more highly 
improved machinery: thus comes the 
“expansion of industry" and vast pro¬ 
duction : this soon means “overproiiuc- 
tioid': for the masses, too poor to buy 
much, even of. the Cheap goods, suffer 
because of “under-consumption," while 
the wants of the wealthy in a given line 
arc soon satisfied. .A plethora of goods 
soon cundiers the shelves and ware¬ 
houses of producers, llie result is a 
“glut. His goods being un.salabic, bills 
on falling due cannot be met by the 
producer. He fails. His unpaid credit¬ 
ors now fail. Their fall drags down 
others. I he result is a panic. Produc¬ 
tion stops, workers are discharged and 
thrown upon the community as tramps 
and pensioners. The unsold goods are 
now sold out under the hammer for 
what they will bring. Thus the glut is 
cleared away. When the existing stock 
of goods is consumed demand again 
springs up. workers are slowly re-em¬ 
ployed, mills start, "confidence’’ grows, 
proiluction develops into overproduc¬ 
tion and the glut recurs, to be followed 
again by the panic. Thus cycles of 
good and bad times appear; their term 
shortens, the tendency being toward a 
chronic glut anti continued stringency. 

I o protect themselves against the 
Frankenstein they have aroused rival 
capitalists gradually combine their in¬ 
terests into fewer and fewer, but contin¬ 
ually vaster, organizations, known today 
as “trusts.” These make possible marked 
economics in production and further 
lowering of prices. Production thus 
becomes more highly organized and 
more trulv social, but its management 
is monarchial, the few in the trust con¬ 
trolling wealth and wielding power far 
superior often to that of kings. 

Among the chief sufferers from this 
system of planless production, over¬ 
production, gluts and panics are the 
workers^ Their position is wretchedly 
insecure. They are usually employes at 
will and subject to discharge at short 
notice. They have no interest in the 
business in which thqy are employed and 
may pass from it to the service of its 
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Cold Christian Comfort. 

The pa.stor of a prominent Boston 
church, recently received a letter from an 
outcast woman, in which she expressed 
her desire to live a better life, and ask¬ 
ing the a.ssistance of his church. The 
following Sunday he made it the subject 
of his sermon. In dealing with the girl’s 
request for help he advised her to go 
to Jesus, who would help her to reform. 

This bit of hackneyed advice is the 
church’s cheapest way of escaping its 
Christian obligation. One can imagine 
the degree of comfort the poor girl 
would derive from such an answer to 
her pitiful appeal. However good theo¬ 
logical advice it may have .been, it could 
not have supplied the girl's pressing ma¬ 
terial needs. 

These outcast women will never be 
rescued from their sin and sorrow until 
Socialism gives them an open path back 
to virtue. Industrial injustice is at the 
root of all social sin. and not till it is 
removed shall virtue be universally pos¬ 
sible. Shallow theologians may give 
cheap advice, but only the deep-reach¬ 
ing influence of Socialism will give the 
outcast help, hope and health. 

.Merlin. 
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(CootlDUCKl from Fifth Colomn of this Paco) 

chief rival as the free lance of the middle 
ages passeil from the military service of 
one lord to that of his enemy. The 
growth of machine production and over¬ 
production conspire to render more and 
more of the workers superfluous. Thus 
develops the “resei^’e army” of modem 
industry, the out-of-work. 1 heir for¬ 
lorn condition, however, excites little 
sympathy from tltt employing class, for 
tiieir constant presence renders it easy 
to fill vacancies occurring in the ranks 
of the employed through deaths or 
strikes. (.Modern strikes very comnjon- 
ly fail because of the rush of uncni- 
jjloyed to seize the vacant places.) 
.Again, the constant competition of the 
unemployed for employment tends to 
hold wages at a level which will barely 
maintain life. The reser\-e anny thus 
operate as an ever-present police force, 
holding the employed in strict subjec¬ 
tion, and as a dead weight to prevent 
the material rise of wages. 

With the steady e.xtension of the fran¬ 
chise, however, toward universal suf¬ 
frage, the working class becomes po¬ 
tentially the ruling class. Its own suf¬ 
ferings! the failure of the owners of in¬ 
dustry to administer their trust in the 
public interest, and ‘he absurdity in a 
republic of a system in which the small 
minority own the industrial system, 
while the vast majority own little or 
nothing, and sit like Lazarus at the.^te 
of Dives, whom they might at any gen¬ 
eral election expropriate, all conspire to 
bring about the great change contem¬ 
plated by Socialism; The workers grad¬ 
ually assume political power, make the 
monopolies and trusU public rather 
than private institutions, bring the em¬ 
ployes of these industries under civil 
service rules, so shorten the hours of 
labor that the unemployed may find em¬ 
ployment, reduce prices in the interest 
of consumers and raise wages in the in¬ 
terest of workers until profit disappears, 
and the opportunity is at last afforded 
"for the complete participation of the 
working classes in the material, intel¬ 
lectual and spiritual inheritance of the 
human race.” 


■i 
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Democracy! 

A recent paper, in speaking of the 
candidacy of Woodruff for the vice 
presidency, says: "The 01.'y man who 
turn down the lieutenant governor 
"by a word is Senator Thomas C. Platt, 
^ he has now announced that he is in 
^ favor of the lieutenant governor’s nom- 
' ination.” 

And yet we patriotic paupers boast 
of the triumphant march of American 
democracy! The present president, who 
at least prevents die office from lieing 
dedared legally vacant, was elected by 
the permission of Mark' Hanna. .And 
DOW, forsooth, we must have foisted 
ttpon us as vice president a man whose 
chief claim to office lies in the fact that 
be is a convenient screw in Platt’s i)o- 
htical machine. 

Government and election "by the 
;^’peqple” has become a fictitious sham 
when one man can turn down or turn up 
M a candidate for highest office. And yet 
so long as we allow . the rich few to 
own and operate the industrial machine 
of production we must expect them to 
’’ run the political machinp to suit them- 
selves. When the’people own the ma- 
chine of production, they will run the 
machine of politics as well. 


rm 


Practical Piety. 

There is a sensible parson down in 
Marinette, Wis. During the Christmas 
service in his church he happened to see 
a sneak thief carrying a number of pres¬ 
ents from the parsonage. Throwing off 
his vestments, he darted out of the 
, church, caught the thief, placed him in 
custody, and, returning to the church, 
finished the service. Had he been true 
to custom and to creed, he would prob¬ 
ably have fervently prayed that the evil 
designs of the ungodly might be 
brought to naught. But true to com¬ 
mon sense, he stopped praying, and did 
a little energetic hustling himself. 

Those of us who are poor and pious, 
: and who see industrial exploiters strip- 
’ ping our homes, would do well to follow 
this preacher’s example. So long as 
.we pt;ay, and only pray, they will prey, 
.'and only jlrey. But when we recognize 
: the fact that God is not the big police- 
. man of this world, and when, as Social¬ 
ist workers, we bestir ourselves to po¬ 
litical action in our own interest, we 
shall drive off the capitalist exploiters 
’from our homes. Prayer has its place, 
but it won’t catch thieves' or change sys¬ 
tems. Politics v/ill. 


A Christmas Shake. 

jt ' A curious incident happened at I’ort 
; Hamilton during Christmas week. .A 
J' private stationed there wished another 
(. private, a friend of his. a merrj' Christ- 
i mas. So hearty was his salutation and 
shake that his friend’s vertebra was 
1.;’ broken, and he died soon after. 

When I read of it 1 could not but 
jt think how similar was Capital’s C hrist- 
■y mas greeting to Labor. We have heard. 
!; times beyond number, the assertion of 
professed friendship of the employer for 
^ the employe. Especially at election time 
these assertions have been particularly 
r fervid. 

[ . But now, after the spasmoilic boom 
i, of Christmas trade, the ^ department 

■ stores have given a “shake” to many of 
their employes that will break their 

■ financial necks. In the evolution of nie- 
cfaanical skill the factories are jpving 

. ’’shakes’’ to their workers that will re¬ 
sult fatally. And by the formation o; 
: trusts and combines capital is giving a 
Christmas “shake" to whole communi- 
ties. 

J ' My friends, if our political backbones 
were a bit stronger we could shake the 
.sliaker. An S. D. P. branch room is a 
;J^)od gymnasium in which to get a 
.;^^ong Socialist backbone. Try it. 

A Sermonic Stickler. 

- A Methodist minister of Sullivan 
ty, N. Y., has made a new use of 
e phonograph. Finding it very weari- 
une to get up a special sermon for all 
e numerous weddings he is called on 
(solemnize, he talked into a funnel the 
t discourse on marriage he could de- 
and had it recorded on a phono- 
•ph. So now he simply winds up the 
■qg and lets it do the rest. 

^Ln expansion of this metlioil 'will 
some of the brethren of the cloth 
their affinity with the proletariat, 
by these mechanical parsons will 
to record the sermons erf the 
preachers, and to repeat them to 
lerable audiences. Why not? A 
sermon from a phonograph is bet- 
a poor one hom a live parson. 
arfr.so much cheaper that they 
y commend themsplves to poor 
tions, who at present are only 
pay for a long coat and white 
- any kind of a man thrown in. 
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And the fact that they can be shut up 
on all matters pertaining to Socialistic 
reform will certainly make them accept¬ 
able to rich congregations. 

Look to your underpinning, my breth¬ 
ren, and get ready to shift! 


A Prosperity of Promises. 

In a Grafton factor)' the workers were 
recently promised a raise of to per cent. 
News of the promised raise was gfiven 
to the press, who used to bolster up 
the weak-kneed structure of Republican 
prosperity. It was hailed as a premoni¬ 
tory splash as labor prepared to take a 
dip in the limpid pool of affluence. 

But when the appointed day came the 
promise was unfulfilled. In the worils of 
Bill Snooks: 

They were promised a raise; 

.And promising pays, 

For public opinion was won; 

But when the time came. 

Their pay was the same, 

.And so the poor duffers got none. 

It is but one of many instances. Every 
now and again we see in large type the 
news of a proposed raise in wages. 
Every time a cotton manufacturer pays 
his women slaves $4.02 a week, instead 
of $3.87, it is used as an argument for 
the beneficence of ’ the Republican ad¬ 
ministration. 

The public hears nothing of the $12.00 
of actual earnings that the factory work¬ 
ers do not get! It is the beneficence 
of the thief who robs his victim and 
kindly gives him back his copper 
change! 


The last of the visitors had departed 
and the long night-watch began. Alone 
in the small, dreary room, the father was 
left with his dead child. A dim-burning 
lamp feebly illuminated the desolate 
scene. Only a small oaken coffin, only 
a little dead child, and yet those thin, 
closed hands and tiny, wasted face were 
all the treasure which remained in the 
world to the bereaved man, who cow¬ 
ered down, crushed, as it were, by a 
surcharge of sorrow. Of all the dreams 
of happiness which had for a moment lit 
the dark path of life, this was the last 
hope; for he was only a poor, hard¬ 
working toiler, one of those unfortunate 
creatures on whom rests the whole ac¬ 
cumulated weight of the world’s burden. 
.A short, sad childhood, spent in a vain 
endeavor to at once acquire an educa¬ 
tion and help maintain a large family of 
small brothers and sisters; a cheerless 
youth spent in the grime and dreariness 
of factory walls; few pleasures, much 
toil, .stilled ambitions; inoiiotuny and 
fatigue—such had been his lot until this 
l>oor child had at last brought into the 
poor stilted life one ray of a human 
heaven. When the father would come 
back in the evening, harassed by the 
long day of labor, and the little feet 
would come toddling out, the small 
arms clasp his neck and the pretty eyes 
smile lovingly into his, everything would 
vani.sh—pain, anxiety weariness; a joy 
divine would flood his heart and for a 
time it was good to live. 

.And now the child was dead—anemia, 
the doctor said, but the bare walls, the 
empty room, the miserable surround¬ 
ings. gave another and more terrible 
diagni^s—one that physicians rarely 
dare to give. 

'I'he hours passed, silent as death. To 
one who could have seen the sad pic¬ 
ture it would have been difficult to say 
who, of the dead child or prostrate man, 
was the most statue-like and immovable. 
The living seemed dead, and the dead 
living, so peaceful and natural was the 
smile of happy slumlier which rested on 
the sweet, childish lips. Lixst in a stupor 
of grief, the father had become insen¬ 
sible even to his own sorrow; he was 
conscious of nothing .rave that small, be¬ 
loved face, now so still. He closed his 
eyes and yet he saw it, even plainer than 
before: he knew it would be with liiiii 
forever. 

Suddenly he was seized with a strange 
tremor: some nnkiiown jiower seemed 
to have taken possession of him. He 
0|>eiied his eyes, and lo! there before 
him, in a halo of light, stood the dear 
little figure, just as in life, with dimpled 
cheek and rippling hair; his arms were 
outstretched, and although the sweet, 
childish expression still lingered on his 
visage, there was a light upon it which 
hail never been there before. 

“Why do you weep, father?" the 
vision said. “Is it because I have died? 
It was your fault." 

’’My’fault!" cried the man, forgetting 
his sorrow in his astonisliiiiciit. 

"Vour fault,” repeated the little one. 

“But, my beloved child, were you not 
my only care, my only joy? Were you 
not the object of my every solicitude? 
How can it be my fault?” 

“Then why did 1 die?" again said the 
small visitant. 

’’(), iiiy child, the w inter was long, the 
bread was scarce, the fever rapid and 
money rare!" 

“Wdio took all the money, father?" 

“Tlw rich man who employed me." 

“Who took the bread so that I hun¬ 
gered and sickened?’’ 

“The rich man who refused me work, 
my child.” 

’’Who took away the light and the 
heat, so that I trembled and was cold?" 

’’’ITic rich man for whom I dug the 
coal." 

"Why did he do this, father? Was it 
; that I should die and leave you alone?" 

".'Mas, no, my child; but that his own 
should be well, comfortable and happy.” 

“Why should these things be, father? 
Tell me." 

“Because something is wrong in the 
world, and we are all miserable crea¬ 
tures.” 

“If something was wrong, why did 
you not right it and save me, father ?" 

“Because I did not know, my child.’’ 

The vision seemed to move nearer, the 
eyes began to glow and the whple figure 
seemed to gain a new meaning as it said: 

"Father, did you every try to know ?’’ 


The dawn crept slowly into the room; 
the first rays of the sun flashed upon the 
tiny bier and the crouching figure beside 
it. The man started and opened his 
eyes. His" first glance fell upon the 
small figure lying so still, illuminated 
and glorified by the morning sunbeams. 

And the faffier rose to his feet. A 
light had come into his tired features. 
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THE CHURCH AND THE PROBLEM 

The Herald has received from the 
Rev. Charles-H. Vail, author of "ITin- 
ciples of .Scientific Sociali.sni." an article 
on “The Church from an Economic 
Standiioint, ” with a request for its pub¬ 
lication in this paper. The article was 
written for the Universalist Leader, one 
of the official publications of the Uni- 
ver.salist church, and printed at lloston. 
Mass. I'or reasons which are under¬ 
stood by Socialists the Leader declined 
the article, and in a note to The Heral(^ 
Comrade \'ail says; “I hardly thought 
they would dare publish it, but was de- 
terinined to give them an opportunity 
to refuse. Their refusal but again illus¬ 
trates what we all know — that the 
church is subservient to wealth and 
power. It dare not take a stand for 
humanity.” . 

The Universalist church has always 
boasted of its breadth and liberality and 
denounced all others for their narrow¬ 
ness and bigotry. Split into hundreds 
of -sects an 1 parties-on the subject of re¬ 
ligion, the church is one in its, subser¬ 
viency to wealth. Divided into wrang¬ 
ling camps on the subject of Christ and 
His religion, they are united in the sup¬ 
port and defense of the capitalist class— 
the ravagers of the world. 

We glatlly comply with Comrade 
X'ail's rc<|uest, and in order that all read¬ 
ers of The Herald may have an oppor¬ 
tunity to aitl in giving it a wide circula¬ 
tion, notice is given that his article will 
appear in the next number of this paper. 
.All orders for extra copies, which will 
be filled at the regukir bundle rate (too 
copies, ^5 cents), must reach the office 
not later than Wednesday. Jan. 17. 


THE OUTLOOK 

The outlook is bright and clear, 
though the difficulties in the way and 
to be overcome are as great as the field 
is broad. From Maine to California, 
and from the Gulf of Me,xico to the 
North Pole, every -Socialist should feel 
his responsibility. Gur cause is just and 
must ultimately win. This is 1900, and 
it is the duty of every Socialist to fall 
into a solid phalanx one million strong, 
cast the glove into the ring, and with 
stentorian voice give to the capitalist 
class a dose of their own medicine. 
"What are you going to do about it?” 
We are just beginning to understand 
the magnitude of our duties, and we 
stand before the appointed task deter¬ 
mined to discharge our responsibilities. 
The supreme need is that we keep our¬ 
selves vitalized by a fresh and absorbing 
zeal and aroused to grasp the meaning 
of our opportunities and consequent re¬ 
sponsibilities. Tlie harvest is great and 
the_ workers are few. We have now en¬ 
tered upon an advanced stage of activity 
in our educational work, in which col¬ 
lective ownership and operation of all 
the means of production and distribution 
for the benefit of all the people will be 
the only leader in the adjustment of the 
relations of mankind and the building 
up of better conditions under which 
every man, woman and child will be 
well fed, clothed, sheltered and educated, 
and suitable provision made for the aged 
and infirm. 

The economic and indefeasible right 
of Socialism is now forever established 
for the relief of humanity’s wants and 
woes, by living with all men as brethren. 
Organizations are but means to an end. 
The most important thing is to submit 
our principles to the people, thus open¬ 
ing their eyes, hearts and understand- 
ingp, by reason and persuasion, to con¬ 
vince them that our doctrines are sound. 

A king of Sparta, 880 years before 
Christ, pointing to his army of 10,000 
men, said: "These are the walls of 
Sparta, and every man is a brick.” Out 
Sparta is Socialism, and we trust the 
Sociaj Democratic party will be a wall 
oT living men around it, and that every 
member of the ^rty will be a brick. 
Every Socialist can help on this great 
world’s work more than he has any idea 
of, with the perseverance to go on to 
the end as the great Socialist teachers 
Marx. Engels. Lassalle and others did 
until death. True, such a life is not 
easy, but it is well worth living. 


Steve your card ina«rt«d In tbe 
BRANCH DIBBOTOBT, 85 Cents per 
Hontb. It will bdp yon In tbe work 
In yonr locnllty. 


THE WONDERFUL CENTURY 

Social Democrats believe that the so¬ 
lution of the industrial and social prob¬ 
lem is to be found, and is only to be 
found, in the logical evolution of the 
idea that production and distribution of 
wealth shall be carried on by a union of 
the people for the common welfare. 
They believe that this idea has always 
logically involved, when the time should 
be riite, the socialization of the means 
of production—that is, of the land and 
of capital. Socialists believe, further, 
that .such a readjustment of the indus¬ 
trial and economic relations of men is 
essential as a condition precedent to the 
attainment of a civilized society illus¬ 
trating brotherly relations about which 
preachers preach and moralists moralize. 
The eventual realization of such a state 
of affairs has been the dream of human¬ 
ity. ITie average normal man. whether 
he has or has not given one moment's 
thought to the subject of Socialism, 
acknowledges that if instead of contend¬ 
ing with one another for the means of 
livelihood, human beings could only be 
induced to unite their powers to secure 
the common welfare, the worlil would 
not only be a great deal better and a 
great deal happier, hut a great deal 
richer than it ever has l)een. 

The practical obstacles to such a 
change at any perio<l in the history of 
mankind have, however, been insuper¬ 
able. These obstacles have inhered in 
the existing conditions and institutions 
of each period. Hut Socialists contend 
that under the stre.ss and inlluence of 
economic-evolution these conditions and 
institutions haxe been so changed and 
are so changing as to remler not only 
possible, hut in the near future inevita])le 
and necessary, a transformation of so¬ 
ciety which a century ago it woidd have 
been chimerical to e.xpeet within any 
calculable period. The century has been 
marked by extraordinary progress in 
every line of human endeavor, surpass¬ 
ing not merely any preceding century, 
but all the centuries put together. .M- 
fred Russell Wallace, the well-known 
.scientist and Socialist, holds that "to get 
any adequate comparison with the nine¬ 
teenth century we must take, not any 
preceding century or group of centuries, 
but rather the whole itreceding epoch of 
human history. " It has, indeed, been 
"the wonderful century.” .Note a few of 
the great inventions and discoveries enti¬ 
tling it to that designation; Railways, 
steamships, electric telegraph, telephone, 
luciter matches, gas illumination, electric 
lighting, photography, the phonograph. 
Roentgen rays, printers' linotype ma¬ 
chine, spectrum analysis, anesthetics, 
antiseptic surgery, conservation of en- 
ergy, molecular theory of gases, velocity 
01 light directly measured, meteors and 
the meteoritic theory, the glacial epoch, 
the antiquity of man, organic evolution, 
cell theory and embryology, germ the¬ 
ory of disease. .-Ml preceding ages in 
the world's history cannot match this 
marvelous showing for a single century. 

Socialists declare that it is not only 
impossible. but illogical and opposed 
alike to reason and to progre.ss, that the 
travail of the nineteenth century will 
count for nothing better than the per¬ 
petuation of a system of private profit- 
mongering and the continued degrada¬ 
tion of the masses of the people through 
the mastery of the means of production 
by a class. They are convinced that 
men now in middle age will live to see 
the present system give place to Social¬ 
ism. which is the destined and sole pos¬ 
sible solution of the labor problem, the 
social ((uestion—the only guaranty for 
the periKtuity of civilization. 

It will be clear enough to the thought¬ 
ful mind from what has been said, that 
Socialists do hot base their confidence 
altogether upon any overweaning faith 
in their propaganda. Their efforts are 
along educational lines, and no such 
effective educational work as organized 
Socialist bodies are doing is discoverable 
elsewhere. It is not in the power of 
Socialists to make a revolution for 
which society is not ready. Neither will 
it be in the power of the capitalist class 
to prevent a revolution when the time 
is ripe. .\nd the time is ripening; the 
capitalist sy,stem is destroying itself—it 
contains within itself the germs of its 
own destruction. The organized propa¬ 
ganda of the Socialists is important and 
should be even more effectively main¬ 
tained than it now is, but where Social¬ 
ists make one convert the logic of events 
and the speechless propaganda of the 
machine that never tires, never hungers, 
never sleeps and never strikes, makes a 
thousand. The avowed Socialist who 
has taken his place in the vanguard and 
proclaims the new economy and the new- 
ethic, brings down upon his head the 
anathemas of the thoughtless and the 
beneficiaries of capitalism, but he can 
wait serene and confident in the assur¬ 
ance that capitalist industry is doomed, 
as feudalism was before it, and that in 
its ilevelopment and its decay the mil¬ 
lions are prepared to wrest from the 
clutch of a class the political power of 
government and the productive power 
of society. 

The greatest industrial revolution in 
history was started when the laboring 
masses of the world were divorced from 
the means of gaining a livelihood and 
became the dependent wage slaves of a 
class; it is skll here; we are in it, all 
of us powerless to arrest the tendency to 
even greater comhinations of capital 
than we have yet known. It is in vain 
that men hold conferences to cry down 


the trusts; the operation of economic 
laws cannot be stayed by reformers’ res- 
olution.s or the fulminations of political 
demagogues. No "be it enactetl” can 
seriously hinder the historical revolution 
upon which we have entered, and many 
of us, sooner than the "statesmen” who 
are attempting to flag the train with 
their puny palliatives suppose, will have 
the privilege and the joy of witnessing 
its climax. 


NOTES AND COMMENT 

The lielgian electoral reform hill, 
which was passed by the chamber at 
IJrusscIs, for the first time in parliamen¬ 
tary history introduces the system of 
proportional representation. Under this 
system lirussels, where there were at the 
last elections <)o,ooo Roman Catholic 
voters. 30,000 liberals, 50.000 radicals 
and 70.000 Socialists, wouhl return seven 
Roman Catholic deputies, six liberals 
and fi\e Socialists, w-hile now all the 
members for I’rus.sels belong to the 
Roman Catholic or clerical party. In 
futqre election by a clear majority will 
be possible i>nly in the case of hy-elec- 
tions, but even in such cases the new 
reform bill provides that in every gen¬ 
eral election the voters should elect on 
the proportional system not only the 
members for the vacant seats, but also 
a number of substitutes, not exceeiling 
one-half of the elected members, to lake 
places that may be vacated before the 
next general election occurs. 


Edward Wunch, a linotyiie machinist, 
formerly emitloyed in the compo.sing- 
room of a Buffalo evening paper, who 
brought suit several months ago agiiinst 
David .'shankland, as president oi Typo¬ 
graphical Union No. 9 of that city, to 
recover damages for alleged conspiracy 
in forcing him out of bis position be- 
cau.se he refused to take out a card in 
the ry])ographical union, was given a 
verdict (jf S(>50 in the .‘-'Upreme coiirf. 
The I'ypograpical union is up agjiinst 
a hard proposition. W’hai wil) the union 
do w hen one operator runs a dozen ma¬ 
chines ' Is the complete elimination of 
the tlesli and bltM>d man necessary to 
convince the union oi the industrial rev¬ 
olution ? 


The Southern I’acific and .'-'anta I-'e 
railroads have ilecided to expand their 
business. In looking over the tielil oi 
their operations, they have found that 
they c.m just as well handle the fruit 
business as not. In pursuance of this 
policy of expansion they- are making 
rales and conditions which private ship¬ 
pers find it impossible to accept, and the 
control of their prcnlucts thus passes oiit 
of their hands. They can go on raising 
fruit, but the iK-neficent railroad compa¬ 
nies will do the rest. 


The committee of the ■ Belgian cham¬ 
ber of tleputies which has been inquir¬ 
ing into the question of the operation 
of the workmen’s old-age pensions act 
has decided that the aged Belgian or 
even foreign workman who at the time 
of the promulgation of the law had 
worked the ten years retpiired by the 
terms of the measure is entitled, being 
destitute, to state assistance. It is likely 
that the chamber, acting on the recom¬ 
mendation of the committee, will vote 
an annual credit of 6,000,000 francs ($1.- 
200,000) to carry the law- into effect. 


It was the only stove in the house. 
John Borden's wife and three young 
children were starving and the weather 
was bitter cold, but a constable took the 
stove to satisfy an unpaid bill contracted 
by John, who had been out of employ¬ 
ment for some time. John’s wife—i-their 
"home, sweet home,” is at 11 Orchard 
street. Chicago—was ill and the police 
found her and the youngest babe lying 
oh the floor. “Mid pleasures and pal¬ 
aces through we may roam, be it ever 
so humble, there’s no place like Home 1 ” 


"Merlin’s” sugestion for a new method 
of carrying the gospel to the people is 
an admirable one, and, in these money¬ 
making times, ought not to fail in find¬ 
ing a promoter who will get a monopoly- 
on the regular Sunday discourses of 
half a dozen Chicago "divines." There’s 
money in it, and the hard-worked coun¬ 
try preacher could be given a lay-off. 

A newsboy in Philadelphia was ar¬ 
rested and fined $4 for selling new-spa- 
pers on Sunday. 'This outrage was com¬ 
mitted by the authorities under a blue 
law of 1794, but the capitalists of Penn¬ 
sylvania who violate laws every- day- in 
the w-eek dated a hundred years later, go 
free and are respectable citizens. 

A committee of the Chicago city- 
council has arranged to present a public 
thoroughfare to the Rock Island and 
Lake Shore roads. While the reformers 
get together to talk against the inevita¬ 
ble, the trusts and corporations are still 
able to get all they want. 


Labor applied to natural resources 
produces all wealth. This being a 
w-hole truth, there can be no just title 
to wealth but a labor title, and individ¬ 
ual gain through rent, interest, profit or 
dividends is theft. 


In an interview at Monmouth, III., 
Comrade Debs said: “The Social Dem¬ 
ocratic party will put up a ticket, but 
under no conditions will I be a candi¬ 


date for the presidency or any other 
office.” 


The attention of the trust smashers is 
calletl to the fact that the Standard Oil 
company- has just absorbed the business 
of the NIincral Oil company-, of I’otts- 
ville. Pa. 


We w-ill furnish ten copies of James 
B. Smiley’s book, "To'What Are Trusts 
Leading?” for St. It is a sixty-four 
page pamphlet and is gooti for propa¬ 
ganda. 


Five thoii.^and three hundretl and 
forty suicides in 1899 in the United 
States testify- to the wonderful effects of 
prosperity- on the population. 


M. Vanderveldc, the Socialist leader 
of Belgium, owing to overwork, will 
take a vacation, which will be passed in 
Corsica. 


MUSINGS 


Ur M. WInrhevakr 


The closing year of the nineteenth 
century finds .America and luirope w-ad- 
mg knee-ileep in blootl in .Asia and 
.Africa res|)eciively. .And it is the lib¬ 
erty-loving .Anglo-Saxon race which is 
doing the slaying in both cases. It is a 
pitiful spectacle, which makes one won¬ 
der w hether ' .\nglo-.Sexton would not 
just now be a more appropriate desig 
nation. 

• » » 

There is. however, this consolation, 
that while the two elder branches of the 
family are thus employeil. young .-Vus- 
tralia is steailily clearing the way for in¬ 
coming ecpialitv. 

' ♦ * » 

.Some folks stand so firmly on their 
principles that the poor things find 
-.heinselves trampled under foot. 

* * « . 

They say the enthusiasm evoked by 
the proclamation of unity among the 
various groups of l-’rench Socialists w-as 
simply indescribable. What a thrill of 
joy tile great news sent through our 
hearts! .And vet there are those among 
us who. w-hen they discuss the same 
thing with regard to the slate of affairs 
in this country, would, under one pre¬ 
text or another, -turn a tleaf ear to the 
mo.st elfX|Uent pleadings for unity. It is 
for their benefit that the following verses 
from James Russell Lowell's Bigelow- 
Itapers are here paraphrased: 

* * * 

I (lu bellove In Union's causo' 

Kx fur awuy e* Payrls Is; 

Fer them It’s rl(;ht the ranks to close 
AkIh' the sharks on’ Phayrlsees: 

It’s wal enough fer folks that cling 
To lights, while full o’ thank’oes, 
liut union Is the kind o’ thing 
That dun't agree with Yankees. 

1 du believf the people want 
A party that’s united; 

That nothin’ ain’t exiravygant, 

Purvldln* 1 ain't slighted. 

There sartlnly should be a plan 
The leaders could agree on. 

An' never mind that dear old man 
That calls hlsself De Leon. 

I du believe It's wise an’ good 
To talk o’ strength In unity, 

O* universal brotherhood 
With bliss in each community; 

To tell the workers o' all lands: 

Unite fer your salvatltm!” 

But party strife, ex It now stands, 

Must be a reservation. 

1 du believe in tolerance, 

In treatin’ men ex brothers. 

Pur>’ldln' It is left to Prance, 

To foreigners an* others; 

For tolerance ain't made fer use. 

Nor all fer love our heart Is. > 

We need, our doctrines to dlfluse. > 

A doxen wranglin' parties. ) 

I du believe In harmony 
To preach here to tkymasses. 

An* practise It In Oerabny. 

Among the woridn’ daases; 

It’s wal to send them cheerin' notes 
An’ In their work to guide 'em. 

But here we have to gather votes 
An’, bein’ few, divide ’em. 

In short, 1 firmly du believe 
In bein' many-sided; 

O'er splits In other lands to grieve. 

Remainin' here divided. 

Fraternity is wal enough 
For Christinas distribution, 

But It ain't worth a pinch o' snuff 
Outside the constitution. 

a a a 

There is trouble ahead in the Bay 
State. Brockton has taken Haverhill 
dow-n a peg or two. Now they say New- 
buryport has designs on Brockton, while 
little Rockland, jealously w-atched by 
Lynn, is only waiting to grow into a 
city to take the pride out of Newbury- 
port. The situation is becoming very- 
grave around tbe serene and calm Hub 
of the universe. The time miy come 
w-hen that impregnable fortress of stick- 
in-the-mud respectability w-ill get a 
shake-up, but that is another story. 

* * • 

A happy new- year to every one in the 
country, and outside of it. ' 

M. Winchevsky. 


Count Leo Tolstoy has written a let¬ 
ter to Mr. Ernest Crosby with reference 
to his new- book of verse, "Plain Talk 
in Psalm and Parable” (Small, Maynard 
& Co., Boston), in which he announces 
his intention of having it translated in 
part into Russian, as follows: 

“I like the book, very, v-ery much. 
Some of the pieces—the choice is diffi¬ 
cult, because all are very good—I will 
have translated into Russian and pub¬ 
lished. There is nothing more new and 
interesting than the most common sub¬ 
jects looked at from a Christian point of 
view, and that is. what you are doing in 
your book, and doing with talent and 
sincerity.” 

5ab«criber« will flod their expiratloa 
auBber oa wrappar. Prompt raaawal Is 
raqaestsd. 


OFF ICIM. G ILL 

Animal Convantlon af the Social irmm u 

Party* March 0 , I0oo ^^******» 

In accordance with the action of the 
members in determining the time and 
place for the national convention of the 
Social Democratic party in 1900 thj 
National Executive board ot said party 
directs that said national convention be 
held at the city of Indianapolis, in the 
state of Indiana, for the p-irpose of nomi¬ 
nating candidates for president and vice- 
president of the United States, to be 
voted for at the presidential election on 
Tuesday, Nov. 6, 1900, and for the trans¬ 
action of such other business as may 
properly come before it, and that said 
convention shall assemble at to o’clock 
in the forenoon on Tuesday, the 6th day 
of March. 1900. 

.The representation at said convention 
w-ill be by delegates, chosen in accord¬ 
ance with the referendary vote of the 
members and reported in this number of 
The Herald, as follow-s: 

First—Each branch shall be entitled 
to as many representatives as the indi¬ 
vidual members thereof in good stand¬ 
ing may select for that purpose; pro¬ 
vided, that each representative shall be 
entitled to one (i) vote for each mem¬ 
ber whose signature is attached to his 
credential; and provided further, that 
no member shall have his signature at¬ 
tached to more than one credential. 

Second—Branches not lending their 
own representatives may select those ol 
other branches,of the same state to rep¬ 
resent them; [trovided, that in each 
such case the representative shall hold 
the proper credential w-ith the signa¬ 
tures of members attached as herein 
provided. 

Third—No member shall be qualified 
to serve as representative or entitled to 
representation who has not been a mem¬ 
ber of the party at least thirty {30) days 
prior to the opening day of the conven¬ 
tion. 

I-'ourth—.All signatures of members 
att.-tclietl to credentials shall be certified 
to by the chairm.-in or secretary of their 
respective branches. 

I-'iftli—The national secretary shall 
furnish each branch w-ith a sufficient 
nutnber of blank credentials for the pur¬ 
pose herein specified. 

With the liope that the deliberations 
and action of this convention, an event 
of liistoric importance in the develop¬ 
ment of Socialism in the United States, 
may redound to the credit of the dele¬ 
gates and the glory of our cause, frat- 
tcrnally Jesse Co.x, Chairman. 

Seymour Stedman, Secretary.' 


CALL 


For MaM Convention Twelfth CoDfrOMtaMl 
DUtrtet of MaMnehaMtU 

•All members or sympathizers of the 
S. D. I’, of this district arc invited to 
attend a mass convention to be held in 
Socialist hall, comer Main and Center 
streets. Brockton, on Sunday, Jan. 14, 
1900. at 10 a. m., to formulate some plan 
to organize the tow-ns of this district 
where there is at present no organiza¬ 
tion ; also to nominate a district com¬ 
mittee and to take any action which may¬ 
be in the interest of the S. D.-P. 

This convention is called by vote of 
the Whitman branch. 

Remember, this invitation includes 
YOU. ,Do nqt fail to attend. 

Charles E. Lowell, 
Ch’m'n Whitman Branch 13, S. D. P. 


DUES AND REPRESENTATION 

We feel called 'upon to give notice 
betimes that only branched in good 
standing will be entitled to representa¬ 
tion at the approaching national conven¬ 
tion, and that only members in gpjod 
standing will be entitled to sign the cre¬ 
dentials of delegates. 

The convention meets at Indianapolilt 
Ind., on Tuesday, March 6, 1900, and 
to be entitled to representation the dues 
of a branch must be paid in full to and 
including the quarter ending March 31! 
and the same is true of individual m^ 
bers. No member is qualified to sign 
the credentials of a delegate unless bis 
dues are paid during the same period.' 
This is the rule agreed to by the part^fi’ 
and in the examination of credentials it 
will be the duty of the committee to see 
that it is enforced and that the ertden-: 
tial of any branch not in good standing 
be rejected and the name of any membtf ■ 
not in good standing be stricken ftooi; 
the credential. 

It has also been provided that no 
branch or member shall be entitled to, 
representation unless admitted at leait 
thirty days prior to the opening of th® 
convention. The opening day hei^ 
March 6, the last day of gprace is the^ 
day of February. Branches institnW 
and members admitted after this d^, 
will not be entitled to representati<S| 
This should be clearly understood ML); 
there may be no unnecessary expen se in; ' 
curred in sending delegates not enHil|j 
to seats. ^ ■ 

A large number of points declare 
they arc "about ready to organise,” 
a ^eat number of persons say 
aiwut ready to join. If they t 
r^resented in 4he most historic 
tion ever held in the United States 
should bear the 4th day of Febt 
mind and come in before that date. 
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AnONG THE BRANCHES 




Branch No. 4, Mllwaukoo, meeu oronr flrat 
and third Friday each month at Muellar’a HalU 
comer Twanty^thlrd and Brown Btreeta. Ooorve 
Moonwhrl. B^rroUry, ^yl T«<>Dty-flftb 8ir*et. 

Branch 9, Milwaukee meeta every fourth Fri¬ 
day of the month at r». Bisera Hail, B. E. cor¬ 
ner Olrhard Street and 9th Avenua Secretary, 
(red Brockhauaen. 781 Wlndlake Avenua 

Branch No. U, Milwaukee, Wla, meeta the 
anoood Tu«>«<1a 7 of each month nt the office 
Of the Wlaconaln *'Vorwarta.'’ 614 State St. 

Branch 12. Milwaukee, meeta every first and 
third Thureday of each month at Peterleua 
Ilall, 717 Center Street, at 8 p. m. John Koepfer, 
Secretary. 

Milwaukee Central Committee of the Social 
Democratic Party of America meeta on the 
first Monday of each month at 8 p. m. sharp at 
No. 618 Eaat Water Street. Busene H. Rooney, 
Secretary; John Z>oerfler, Treasurer. 


tea St. 

Branch No. 6 Illinois meeta 2nd and 4tb 
Baiidaya of each month at Prank Lans'a U7 
W. ISth street, comer Jefferson street. Secre- 
|a^, Paul Chiapecka, 47 Ruble St. 

Branch 6 (German), Chicago, meets every 
Jitt Saiordar In e»eh mootli. at eight o’clock at 
Naars Hall, 6SS Blue Island avenue, near 18th 
BtreeL Albln Oeisler, 726 W. 2Dth street. 

Branch 9. Chicago, meeta at Lundqulst Hall, 
earner 6lst and Morgan streets, every Urst and 
iMrd Thursday. B. X. Weatlne, Secretary, 624S 
^ur Ava 

INDIANA. 

Branch No. 6 . Indiana, meeta first Saturday 
erenlng and li^ Sunday afternoon of each 
Month at Relchwein'a Halt, comer Market and 
Noble streets. Indlanapolla 

KENTUCKY 

Bnooh No. 2, C^vingtoD, meeu firnt sod third Wed- 
essday eTenlog-« aud »oo<>nd aud fourth Sunday after* 
eoont of each month. All aattatiou uteetinge exceu’. 
last boa In month. Good apeakerv. Secretary. F. t*. 
Btnmpf.hui Sthatnat. 

MARTU;VND. 

Branch Na. 1. Mary la ad, meeu every Sunday 
At 8 p. m., at (^arpenter’a Hall, 606 E. Baltimore 
street Public Invited. 

Branch No.- 2. Baltimore. Md., meeu every 
Monday at 8 p. m.. at 811 W. German St. Secre- 
'tary, ^rank Mareck, 1408 N. Gay St 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Branch 2. Holyoke. Maas., meeu second and 
Xounh Monday of each month at Sprlngdalo 
'Turner Hall. Organiser, H. Schllcbting. lu 
James street ^ ^ 

Branch 6, Lynn, Mass., permanent headquar¬ 
ters 82 Summer st. near Market St, bualnesit 
meeting every Monday night at 7:10 p. m. Open 
heuae. Public Invited. E. W. Tlmson, 28 Al¬ 
bany St, Fin. 8ec.-Treaa. 

Branch No. 9, Brockton. meeU the 1st amd 
Md Tuesday of each month for business In Cut¬ 
ter's Hall. Clark’s Block, Cor. Main and Center 
streeU. deqretary, Frank 8. Walsh. No. 80 W. 
Blm Street ^ 

Branch 16. Massachusetts—East Boston— 
RMiU every Monday at 8 p. m. at M Chelsea 
Bt Miss Jenny Segsl. W CbetNM St, Sec. 

Branch 81. ^elsea. Maas., meets •vtay 
• Thursday at 8 p. m.. room 8. poatofflce building. 
Chelsea. Alfred B. Outram. Sec., 78 Ash St 

BranoM 18. Newburyport, meeu the second 
Monday of each month at Laster'e Hall. 1 State 
Bt E F. McLean. Sec.. 0 Winter St; O. H. 
Evans. Treaa., Prince Place. 

Branch No. tl. Chelsea. ^Masa. pendent 
ksadquarters Room 2. Poatofflce BuUdlng^pen 
every evening. Business meetings every Thurs- 
•dv at I p. m. Public invited. 

MasMchusetu State Committee meeU the 
trst Saturday of each month at 724 WMhlng- 
con St. Boston. All dues and moneys InUnded 
for the Btau Committee should sent to the 
'flasnolal secretary. Jl. McDonald. 104 West 
tprfngfleld, St. Boston. All other correspqnd- 
•Shce ehould be addressed to the corrapon^ng 
secretary, Margaret Haile. 6 Oleawoed St. Rox- 
hury. 

MINNESOTA 

Branch L Red Lake FaUa, nyts ^ry 

•ether Sunday In real estau office ef F^ Oees- 
wela, oa Main St Wm. Ra n dal l , Sec. 

HUSOCBl. 

St Louis beadquarters—Ream 7. 0 Ne. 
teurth 8t Addreae aU oommunleatlou te B. 
Val Putnam. Secretary. For Information oon- 
tmTiliig ward branches Inquire at the above 

7. Missouri. meeU^svery at 

I p. m. at im Union Ava, Kansas City. O. J. 
Stors. 109 W. 9tb St. See. 

NEW JKBSEY 

Braseh No. 1. Seoretery, Mieheel W. Sehor, 87 Liv- 

’Jagiloest 

NEW TOBK. 

Branch 19 (4th Assembly DUX N. T.). 
every 1st and *rd Wednssdiu of Uu iwatlL at 
the rooou of The Volos of l^bor, 421 Grand 8U 
Paaken, 10 Divioion St, Ora. . .. 

- - ■ “ ‘ New York, meeU 


NOTES FROM THE FIELD 

Comrade James licattie is slate organ¬ 
izer for the mine workers in Illinois. 

Comrade W'inchevsky resumes his 
welcome and inimitable ".\lusings" this 
week. 

Comrade Leonard D. .Abbott is em¬ 
ployed on the Literary Digest of New 
York. 

Comrade K. A'. Debs has this week 
been in Xehraska and Missouri, drawing 
full bouses, as usuaL 

Comrade l-'redcric G. StricHland has 
been appointed office manager of the 
Social keform L'nion publications. 

Comrade J. Stitt Wilson left Chicago 
Thursday of last week for Lngland. 
where he will lecture for several months. 

One of the oldest and most faithful 
Sociali.sts in the country is Comrade 
Frederick Gesswein, of Red Lake Falls. 
Minn. 

Tile women of Haverhill have organ¬ 
ized the Women's Social Democratic 
Club. Jam 26 the chib will give a con¬ 
cert and ball. 

Comrade F'. (.). MacCartney spoke 
before the Young People's Club of L'nity 
Church at J’rockton on "What Social¬ 
ism Stands F'or." 

Comrade John W. Sherman, who ran 
as the S. 1 ). P. candidate for mayor of 
lioston, is a well-known newspaper re¬ 
porter at the "huh.’' 

Comrade Charles 11 . Coulter, mayor 
of lirockton, tlelivered his inaugural in 
a large hall engaged for that pnri)ose to 
accommodate the people. 

Comrade Isador LadofF will speak at 
P.rotherhood House on the afternoon of 
Sunday, Jan. 20. on "Some of the Eth¬ 
ical I’hases of Socialism." 

-A recent visitor at heaiUpiartcrs who 
is doing a .splendid pioneer work in 
.Montana was Comrade F'ox, of lliute. 
an active and level-heailfcd worker. 

Comrade Emil Liess left Chicago for 
San F'rancisco on the evening of the 2d 
inst.. after a lecture tour in the East 
that was most Iicipful to the cause. 

A neat office calendar for lyoo, 
adorned with a fine portrait of Mayor 
Coulter, has been issued by the lirock¬ 
ton Journal. The Herald acknowledges 
receipt of same. 

Tile Chicago Tribune of lliursday, 
Jan. 4. containeil sketches of Comrades 
Chase and Coulter, with a picture of the 
former, in the department, "Who’s Who 
and What's What." 

We had the pleasure of greeting Com¬ 
rade . P. lloswortli, of lirockton, 
Mass., at headquarters last week. He 
came West on business for a prominent 
leather house in Massachusetts. 

Herald readers will regret to learn 
that Comrade Eugene Dietzgen has been 
ill at Berlin, Germany; not seriously, 
we arc happy to say, and in his next let¬ 
ter we hope to hear of his complete re¬ 
covery. 

A "Year Book" for Social Demo¬ 
crats, somewhat on the order of Ed¬ 
wards’ "Labor Annual,” will prove very 
useful. Such a publication will he un¬ 
dertaken by Comrade F'rederic Heath, 
of our national executive board. 

The Brockton Journal is a new and 
decidedly handsome addition to the 
growing list of Social Democratic news¬ 
papers. It is edited by John Trcacy 
Doyle and published by the Journal 
Publishing Company. Subscription, $l 
per year. 

The .Appeal to Reason subscription 
list is climbing rapidly to the 75,000 
mark, and as a result of the special ef¬ 
fort now being made there will be "mu¬ 
sic in the afr" in more than one sense. 
The Appeal is doing excellent work for 
the S. D. P. 

At Riverton, Ill., Comrade Debs 
spoke under the auspices of the Miners' 
Union; at Streator, the Central Tradts 
Council; at Canton, the Trade and La¬ 
bor Assembly, and at Kewanee, the 
Trades' .Assembly. The latter part of 
January will find him in the South, as 
far as Louisiana. 

■As an indication of the “horror" with 
which Socialism and the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party are regarded by "business 
men," we note the fact that the Journal 
of Brockton. Mass., new S. D. P. paper, 
contains in its second issue fifteen col¬ 
umns of advertising from the business, 
men of that city. Doesn't look very- 
much as if they were shocked, docs it? 

Comrade George D. Herron has sev¬ 
ered his relations with the Iowa College 
and will spend the greater part of the 
year abroad. We hope that both Her¬ 
ron and Wilson will be benefited by 
their sojourn abroad, to the extent that 
when they return home their efforts and 
their influence will be given to the only 
practical movement thal^ can save hu¬ 
manity in America from the improding 
calamities under capitalist imperialism. 


New Branch 

A new branch tyith a group of earnest 
comrades who will do good work for 
the cause has been organized at -Ala¬ 
meda, Cal., with the following officers: 
Chairman, James K. Hauck; vice-chair¬ 
man, Allan .A. Crocket; secretary. Dr. 
J. M. Young: treasurer. H. Flanc’h; or¬ 
ganizer, B. H. Wolfe. 

Newark, J. 

The Social Democratic party will hold 
lectures every Sunday at 8 p. m. at 
Wood building, 118-120 Market street. 

Sunday, Jan. 7, "Labor and Capital." 
Karl Pankoff. 

Sunday. Jan. 14, "Universal Brother¬ 
hood.” Robert Rives La Monte. 

Sunday. Jan. 21, "William Morris, 
I'oet, Artist, Socialist," Leonard .Ab¬ 
bott. 

Sunday, Jan. 28, "Social Evolution," 
N’ictor I'arsoncttc, M. D. 

yuestions allowed after lecture. .All 
welcome. 

Lynn Wide Awuko 

The comrades at Lynn, Ma.ss., opencil 
the new year with a large and entluisia.s- 
tic meeting, at which it was decided to 
make ar.-angenu-nls for a series of lec¬ 
tures during the winter months, on the 
principles of Social Deniucracy, that 
will he educational for the peo))le of 
Lynn. These lectures will he given at 
least once a montli, and the very ablest 
men in the party will he engaged to 
.speak. The party is proud of the recent 
victories won in Haverhill and Brockton 
at the last municipal elections in these 
cities, and expect to he able to carry 
Lynn for the Sqcial Democratic candi¬ 
dates at the next municipal election. 

The Empire Stale 

The Xew York state orgjiniziiig com¬ 
mittee meets every alternate week, and 
is making quite a good l)egiiming. Its 
suh-committee has visited I’aclioge. 
L. 1 .. and arranged for starting a branch 
in that place. It has also received 
many encouraging comnmnications 
from different parts of tlie state, espe¬ 
cially from Ticonderoga and Corfu, 
where brandies will soon he formed. 
The Ticonderoga comrades suggest 
that a phonograph with a colleclioii of 
Socialist speeches would he a good 
means of iiropaganda in our state, 
where there are so many small towns 
and cities, spread over such a large ex¬ 
tent of country. The committee is dis¬ 
tributing ".Arouse. Ye Slaves!” and 
Carey’s speeches, besides periodical lit¬ 
erature. E. H. T. 

A AVorkiiig Branch 

"That same old gang" who estab¬ 
lished Branch Xo. 1 of ()hio have a rec¬ 
ord for "sticking" which dates back 
through various reform movements. 
Evoluting to Socialism, their consisten¬ 
cy and persistency are bearing fruit. The 
branch has been kept up ihrougli dis¬ 
couragement and sacrifice on the part 
of tile few faithful, who now begin to 
sec the results of their work. 

The branch is gaining in nicmher.ship 
—mainly bright young workmen. We 
have also discovered a number of com¬ 
rades who were connected with the So¬ 
cial Democratic party of Germany, and 
who, to use a common expression, will 
"stir up the Dutch." In fact they are 
already doing so. 

The branch admitted seven new 
members during the month of Decem¬ 
ber, and, to wind up the year, held an 
open meeting on Sunday, Dec. 31. It 
proved to he a bitter cold day. but 
Bricklayers’ hall was nicely seated with 
comrades and friends to hear an address 
from Comrade M. J. Flannery, who is 
attending Heidelberg University, lo¬ 
cated here. Flis effort was a splendid 
presentation of the basic ideas of So¬ 
cialism, and was well received. Com¬ 
rade Ross, who is the leader of a mando¬ 
lin club, enlivened the occasion by hav¬ 
ing the members render several selec¬ 
tions. 

It was the best meeting ever held by- 
Branch No. 1. and prospects for 1900 
open up bright. 

Tiffin, Ohio. Buckeye. 

Man Under the Load 

The present situation may be com¬ 
pared to that of a man who has fallen 
under a heavy dray laden with merchan¬ 
dise. You can call the dray "civiliza¬ 
tion” and the bales of merchandise 
"commercialism.” Soon there come 
along a set of men who sec that there 
is a man under the dray, who, if he be 
not dead, probably wants to get out. 
They gather around and talk about the 
man, and about how to get him out, and 
whether he ought to be let out. 'They 
decide that it might be a bad thing to 
let him out all at once. He would not 
be used to it. and he had better get used 
to it by getting a foot out first. So they 
talk about him, and they get a job talk¬ 
ing about him. You can call these men 
legislators [and reformers.—Ed. S. D. 
H.j. Then there is another class of 
men. who do not pay much attention 
to the man, but they examine the bales 
and the dray, and they make tables of 
figures. They call these men scientists, 
and they get a job talking about the 
man. "fhen another class of men say 
the man would not be under the dray 
if his heart were not bad. And these 
men are called ministers, and they-get a 
job talking about the man. So they 
have all got jobs, and the man is left 
under the dray.—George D. Herron. 


BROCKTON’S SOCIALIST 
MAYOR’S INAUGURAL 

It is safe to say that in the 40,000 
population of the city of Brockton, 
.Mass., there was not a single live man 
or woman who was not profoundly in¬ 
terested in tile event that marked the 
incoming of the new year, Jan. 1. It 
wjtnesscti the inauguration of Comrade 
C’harics Jf. Coulter, of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party, as the .second Socialist 
mayor of .--.n .-Xnierican city. It marked 
another victory for the Socialist movc- 
nicnt. a movement vitalized with the 
liigliest patriotism—a patriotism for hu¬ 
manity : it was an occasion potential for 
the labor movement in this country aqd 
prophetic of the ultimate supremacy of 
tiie working class in the government of 
the country at large. 

•Mayor Coulter’s inaugural address 
dealt in detail vvitli the present condition 
ami needs of the city, and evinced a 
cpmpreliensive under.standing of the du¬ 
ties of his office and a sincere ajiprecia- 
tioii of his responsibilities. It is too long 
for presentation in full here, l,ut the 
prelude to his Ireatmciit of matters pure¬ 
ly local and practical in their nature is 
so ailinirahle ami loyal that we find space 
for it below; 

'I’he sacrediic.'.s of the duties and re¬ 
sponsibilities of the official position 
which the suffrages of ui\ fellow eitizerts 
have called upon me to assume is not 
ami will not he hy me. ami should not 
he by others, underestimated. Grave 
problems press for solution in city, state 
and nation, ])rol)lems in which are in¬ 
volved the weal or woe of the people 
of this city, of this state, of the republic 
ami of the civilized world ; and as we are 
called upon to assist, in whatever ea- 
])aeity. in solving these problem.s, let us 
respond with our loftiest as))iralion, our 
best aii<l purest thought, to the end that 
tile onward sweep of humanily may be 
Vver upward to nobler and yet nobler 
heights of thought, of action ami of life. 

k onceiving this to be inv duty to you 
and to immkiml. I feel it incumbent 
vpon me as a Social Democrat to reaf- 
t.rm the fumlaimntal prineiiiles of the 
p.-irty of w hich I am proud to be a mem- 
iier. aud upon the platform of which I 
liuve been elected, profoumllv con¬ 
vinced. as I ,im. that in the application 
of the.se principles will be found the so¬ 
lution of the pressing problems now 
confronting society. 

It is proper also for me to submit that 
the limited power of this or any othor 
municipality will permit only in degree 
the application of these principles, but 
i assure you that 1 shall demand their 
application to the utmost limit, consist¬ 
ent with the municipal powers. 

L'pon the Ollier hand this economic 
change has resulted in the grailual dis- 
])laccmeiu of labor, the insecurity ami 
scarcity of employment, ami the appear¬ 
ance of the unemployed class, followed 
by an increasing intensity of the compe¬ 
tition between the workers for an op¬ 
portunity to labor. 

In the presence of tlicse and many 
other facts incident to present imkistrial 
conditions, the Social Democratic party 
asserts its aims to he tlie social or col¬ 
lective ownership and operation of the 
tools—the means of production and dis¬ 
tribution—the establishment of the co¬ 
operative commonwealth. 

In support of its position it points to 
the social nature of these tools; that 
they are the product of the combined 
social genius and not of the individual; 
that they require the co-operative effort 
of the social energy forytheir concrete 
production, preservation ^nd operation. 
It is proposed to demonstrate the merit 
of social ownership, that such social 
ownership is necessary to establish the 
right to work, and the right of the work¬ 
er to enjoy the results of his labor; that 
it would result in certainty of employ¬ 
ment, security of subsistence, the aboli¬ 
tion of human poverty and the eleva¬ 
tion of the race above the brute struggle 
for material needs forced upon man hy 
our present industrial system. 

With increasing rapidity two forces 
are gathering in modern society, two 
forces with irreconcilable aims, between 
which the citizenship must choose, and 
choose wisely, else shall human progress 
halt, perhaps forever. The forces arc 
the inevitable result of the economic de¬ 
velopment of the ages, the one declaring 
for an industrial, a social monarchy; 
the other affirming its purpose to be the 
establishment of an industrial, a social 
democracy. 

The mechanical progress of the times 
has caused the passage of the tools 
whereby the food, clothing, shelter and 
the other material necessaries of life are 
produced and distributed, into the pos¬ 
session of a lessening minority of the 
members of sixiety. while the increasing 
majority, thus dispossessed, have be¬ 
come the economic dependents of the 
minority. 

The tools of modern industry, though 
possessed by the few upon the basis of 
■ private ownership, are. in their essential 
nature, public or social, and not private 
or individual, being, as they are, the 
concrete genius of the race, and requir¬ 
ing unison of effort or co-o|xration 
upon the part of society for their oper¬ 
ation. 

The advance of social evolution has 
witnessed the changing of the tools of 
production from individual to a social 
character. This passing out of the pos¬ 
session of the individual members of so¬ 


ciety into the hands of a decreasing 
nuntber, who are thereby ena'bled to ex¬ 
ploit the labor power of those dispos¬ 
sessed, the continual development of 
these tools, is causing the destruction of 
the middle, the small capitalist class, the 
formation of gigantic combinations of 
capital, the advent of the trust, and the 
complete subjection of society, to the 
possessors. 


OUR LEHER BOX 


.HINT TO THE CONVENTION 

lulitor of The Herald: We wish to 
give Our hearty indorsement to the letter 
appearing in 'I’hc Herald Jan. 6. entitled 
".A Retrospective \’iew." Jt sums up 
the situation in a very intelligent man¬ 
ner. .Ind the national convention sliouhi 
he guided by the ideas contained in 
these lines: ".Xotliing must he done 
that will either embarrass the triumphal 
advance (if the Soeial Democratic partv 
or change its spirit. .Any readjustnieiu 
of the Socialist forces that may take 
place hv reason of the split in the ranks 
of the Socialist Labor party must not be 
allowed to weaken the standing of our 
parly before the country or nullify the 
value or the prestige of its vicKtries." 

.''t. l.ouis. Hoehn and I’utiiani. 

We will send free by mail the ‘"Pocket 
Library of Socialism” to anyone sending 
us five yearly subscribers to The Herald 
at 50 cents each. The "Pocket Library” 
consists of ten books on Socialism, for 
which we should charge you 5 cents 
each, or 50 certs (complete) if you or¬ 
dered them from us. By helping The 
Fferald circulation, as suggestetl, you get 
them free. * 

WANTED-WORKING SOCIALISTS 

Xot to make money, but {o make more 
Socialists. That is what we want to do 
before wc meet the hosts of capitalism in 
the political arena next year, isn’t if? 
.And that is what w'e must do if we ex¬ 
pect success to crown our efforts. What 
is the best way to make Socialists? 
Everybody gives the same answer; "Get 
men to read the literature of .Socialism.” 
If you can succeed in doing tliat you 
have started a certain influence in the 
world that is beyond the power of any 
man to estimate; you may have rendered 
an inestimable individual service to'the 
cause of Socialism. 

Xow, you know that, as a rule, it is 
useless to try and induce men to read 
any of the great standard works of gur 
literature. Indeed, it is too true, un¬ 
fortunately, that the victims of wage 
slavery have neither time nor disposition 
to do that. In view of this condition of 
affairs, there rests upon every Socialist 
no clearer duty than that of bringing to 
the notice of their fellowmen and induc¬ 
ing them to read some of the excellent 
publications in cheaper form, such as 
arc found in the 

“Pocket Library of Socialism” 

With a view to securing thousands of 
readers for these little books, admirably 
adapted as they are for the propaganda 
of Socialism, as well as to increase the 
circulation of this paper, we have made 
arrangements that enable us to offer the 
complete set of ten books free to anyone 
sending in five yearly subscriptions to the 

Social-Democratic Herald 

The subscription price of the paper is 50 
cents; the complete “Pocket Library pf 
Socialism” will be mailed postpaid’to 
anyone sending us, at one time, five 
names and $2.50. Ten subscribers for 
six months, at 25 cents, will be accepted. 

If five thousand present readers of The 
Herald can see in this offer where they 
can help the spread of Socialist princi¬ 
ples, and will lend a hand in carrying it 
through, there will be added to The Her¬ 
ald subscription list 25,o(X> names, and 
50,000 books on Socialism will go into 
the hands of the people as a result of 
their efforts. 

Isn’t it worth while to do your share in 
accomplishing this result on the eve of a 
national election,. in which the Social 
Democratic party will participate? If 
you don’t want the books yourself, you 
can give them away or dispose of them 
at the retail price of 5 cents. The com¬ 
plete "Pocket Library of Socialism,” ten 
books, would cost you 50 cents. 

■ First National Campaign 

It need not be said that the addition of 
25,000 names to The Herald subscrip¬ 
tion list and the circulation of 50,000 
books setting forth in simple and com¬ 
prehensive terms the principles of So¬ 
cialism. will have a tremendous effecit on 
the campaign of igoo—the first national 
election in which the Social Democratic 
partv will taxe part. 

THEODORE DEBS, 

126 WMhington St., Chicago 

DEBS’ LECTURE TOUR 

KaoM* City. Mo.Jaoury 14, 1600 

e. St. UhiU, Mo'. " I®, 

LoaUvlllo.Ky. ” 20. ” 

Blroilogkam, AU. ” 21, ” 

Coiombn*, do. *' 22, ** 

MootgoBMry, AU.,... ” 22, ” 

Now OrUoas, La. " 20, 
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of the sellers. They present a united 
front to the purchaser, and fold their 
arms in philosophic content; and their 
claims would be absolutely boundless if 
it were not that the’ offers of even the 
most pressing and eager of the buyers 
must always have some definite limit. 

Thus if the supply of a commodity is 
not so great as the demand for it, the 
competition between the buyers waxes. 
Result: A more or less important rise 
in the price of goods. 

•As a rule the converse case is of com¬ 
mon occurrence, producing an opposite 
result. Large excess of supply over de¬ 
mand ; desperate competition among 
the sellers; dearth of purchasers; forced 
sale of goods dirt cheap. 

Uut what is the meaning of the rise 
and fall in priees? What is the meaning 
of higher price or lower price? A grain 
of sand is high when examined through 
a microscope, and a tower is low com¬ 
pared with a mountain. .And if price is 
determined by the relation between sup¬ 
ply and demand, how is the relation be- 
tvveen suppK’ and demand itself deter¬ 
mined? 

Let us turn to the first worthy citizen 
we meet. He will not take an instant 
to consider, but. like a second .Alexan¬ 
der the Great, will cut the metaphysical 
knot by the help of his multiplication 
table. "If the production of the goods 
which I sell.” he will tell us, "has cost 
nie £ too, and I get £ no by their sale 
—within the year, you understand— 
that’s what I call a sound, honest, rea¬ 
sonable profit. Rut if I make £120 or 
£ 130 by the sale, that is a higher profit: 
and if I were to get a good £ 200, that 
would be an e.xceptional, an enormous 
profit.” What is it, then, that serves our 
citizen as the measure of his profit? The 
cost of production of his goods? If he 
receives in exchange for them an 
amount of other goods whose produc¬ 
tion has cost less, he has lost by his bar¬ 
gain. If he receives an amount whose 
production has cost more, he has gained. 
•And he reckons the rise and fall of his 
profit by the numlKT of degrees at which 
it staiids with reference to his zero— 
the cost of production. 

We have now seen how the changing 
proportion between supply and demand 
produces the rise and fall of prices, mak¬ 
ing them at one time high, at another 
low. If through failure in the supply, 
or exceptional increase in the demand, 
an important rise in the i)rice of a com¬ 
modity takes place, then the price of an¬ 
other commodity must have fallen; for, 
of course, the price of a commodity only 
expresses in money the ]>roiK}rtipn in 
which other commotUties can be ex¬ 
changed with it. For instance, if the 
price of a yard of silk ri.ses from five to 
six shillings, the price of silver has fallen 
in comparison with silk: anti in the same 
way the price of all other comniotlitics 
which remain at their old prices has 
fallen if compared with silk. \\ e have 
to give a larger quantity of them in ex¬ 
change in order to obtain the same 
quantity of silk. .And what is the re¬ 
sult of a rise in the price of a commod¬ 
ity? .A mass of capital is thrown into 
that tlourishing branch of business, and 
this immigration of capital into the prov¬ 
ince of the privileged business will last 
until the ordinary level of profits is at¬ 
tained ; or, rather, until the price of the 
products sinks through overproduction: 

Conversely, if the price of a commod¬ 
ity falls below the cost of its produc¬ 
tion. capital will be withdrawn from the 
production of this commodity. Except 
in the case of a branch of industry which 
has become obsolete, and is therefore 
doomed to disappear, the result of this 
flight of capital will be that the produc¬ 
tion of this commodity, and therefore its 
supply, will continually dwindle until it 

and thus 


AND CAPITAL 


Tbe 8ocUI X>einocrmtlc Pmrty of America de¬ 
clares that life, liberty and happiness for every 
man. woman and child are conditioned upon 
I'O^ political and economic rithta. 

That private ownership of the means of pro¬ 
duction and distribution of wealth has caused 
society to split Into two distinct classes, with 
conOlcUna interests, ths small possessing class 
of capitalists or exploiters of tbe labor force of 
others and the ever-lncre^ng large dispos¬ 
sessed class of waffe-workers. who are deprived 
of tbe soclally-due share of their product 

That capitalism, the private ownership of the 
means of production. Is responsible for tbe In¬ 
security or subsistence, the poverty, misery and 
derr^otion of the ever-growing ma^ofiiy of 
our people. 

That the same economic forces which have 
produced and now Intensl^ tbe capitalist sys¬ 
tem. wUI compel the adoption of Sc^lalism. the 
collective ownership of the means of production 
for the common good and welfare, or result In 
tbe destruction of civlltsatlon. 

That the trader union movement and inde¬ 
pendent political action are the chief emanci¬ 
pating factors of the working class, the one 
representing its economic, the other Its political 
wing, and that both must co-operate to abolish 
the capitalist system of production and distri¬ 
bution. 

Therefore, the Social Democratic Party of 
America declares its object to be the establish¬ 
ment of a system of co-operative production 
and distribution through the restoration to the 
people of all the means of production and dis¬ 
tribution. to be administers by organized soci¬ 
ety in the interest of the whole people, and the 
complete emancipation of society from the dom¬ 
ination of capitalism. 

The wage-workers and all those In sympathy 
with their btstorical mission to realize a higher 
civilization should sever connection with all 
capitalist and reform parties and unite with 
the Social Democratic Par.y of America. 

The control of polit!''^! power by the Social 
Democratic Party will be tantamount to the 
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting us with 
millions of class-conscious fellow-workers 
throughout the civilized world will lead to in¬ 
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man. 

As steps in this direction, we make the fol¬ 
lowing demands: 

1. Revision of our antiquated Federal Con¬ 
stitution, in order to remove the obstacles to 
full and complete control of government by all 
tbe people. Irrespective of sex. 

I. The public ownership of all Industries con¬ 
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combines. 

S. The public ownership of all railroads, tele¬ 
graph. telephone, all means of transportation, 
communication, water-works, gas and electric 
plants, and other public utilities. 

4. The public ownership of all gold, sliver, 
copper, lead. iron, coni and all other mines; 
also of all oil and gas welts. 

B. Reduction of the hours of labor in propor¬ 
tion to the Increasing facilities of production. 

•. The inauguration of a system of public 
works and improvements for the employment of 
a large number of the unemployed, the public 
credit to be utilised for that purpose. 

7. All useful inventions to be free to all, the 
inventor to be remunerated by the public. 

5. Labor legislation to be made national, in¬ 
stead of local, and internattonal where possible. 

9. National Insurance of working people 
against accidents, lack of emploj'roent and want 
in old age. 

10 Equal civil and political rights for men 
and women, and the abolition of all taws dis¬ 
criminating against women. 

II. The adoption of the Initiative and Refer¬ 
endum. and the right of recall of representa¬ 
tives by the voters. 

12. Abolition of war as far as the United 
States are concerned and the Introduction of 
Intematlonai arbitration instead. 


tiMATTsrMsn witaackjcisiistorgaotzauoo. ai 

State eleetioo in Mis- 

didates of tbe Social Democratic Party In nearly every 
county in the ^te. 

In almost every eommonity a tborongbly wideawake 
aad earnest SMialUt. wiu litUs szertioo, could in 
iMuiT Tuev one week effect the orgmnisalioc 

^rsL of a Braneb of tbe Social Demo- 

CAN DO nraUc Party. 

Tbe Declaration of Prineiple^ and Political Demands 
of this party will be foand in ibis paper; read it and 
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Labor was not always a commodity. 
Labor was not' always wage-work—that 
is, a marketable commodity. The slave 
does not sell his libor to the slave-own¬ 
er. The slave, along with his labor, is 
sold once for all to his owner. He is a 
commodity which can pass from the 
hand of one owner to that of another. 
He himself is a commodity, but his la¬ 
bor is not his commodity. The serf 
sells only a portion of his labor. He 
does not receive his wages from the 
owner of the soil; rather the owner of 
the soil receives a tribute from him. The 
serf belongs to the soil, and to the lord 
of the soil he brings its fruits. The free 
laborer, on the other band, sells him¬ 
self, and that by fractions. From day 
to day he sells by auction, eight, ten, 
twelve, fifteen hours of his life, to the 
highest bidder—to the owner of the raw 
material, the instruments of work and 
the means of life; that is, to the em¬ 
ployer. The laborer himself belongs 
neither to an owner nor to the soil; hut 
eight, ten, twelve, fifteen hours of his 
daily life belong to the man who buys 
them. The laborer leaves the employer 
to whom he has liired himself whenever 
he pleases; and the employer discharges 
him whenever he thinks fit; either as 
soon as he ceases to make a profit out 
of him. or fails to get so high a profit 
as he requires. Rut the laborer, whose 
only source of earning is the sale of his 
labor, cannot leave the whole class of its 
purchases—that is. the capitalist class— 
without renouncing his own existence. 
He does not bejong to this or that par¬ 
ticular employer, but he does belong to 
the emjtloying class; and more than 
that, it is his business to find an em¬ 
ployer—that is, among the employing 
class it is his business to discover his 
own particular purchaser. 

Refore going more closely into tlie re¬ 
lations between capital and wage-work, 
it will he well to give a brief survey of 
those general relations which are taken 
into consideration in determining the 
amount of wages. 

.As we have seen, wages are the price 
of a certain commodity—labor. Wages 
are thus determined by the same law 
which regulates the price of any other 
commodity. 

Thereupon the question arises, how is 
the price of a commodity determined ? 

l!y what means is the price of a com- 
motlity determined ? 

Ry means of competition between 
buyers and sellers, and the. relation be¬ 
tween supply and demand—oflfer and 
desire. .And this competition by which 
the price of an article is fixed is three¬ 
fold. 

The same commotlity is offered in the 
market' by various sellers. Whoever of¬ 
fers the greatest advantage to purchas¬ 
ers is certain to drive "the other sellers 
off the field and secure for himself the 
greatest sale. The sellers, therefore, 
fight for the .sale and the market among 
themselves. Everj-one of them wants to 
sell, and does his best to sell much, and, 
if possible, to become the only seller. 
Therefore each outbids the other in 
cheapness, and a competition takes place 
among the sellers which lowers the price 
of the gootls they offer. 

Rut a competition also goes on among 
the purchasers, which on their side 
raises the price of the goods offered. 

I'inally there arises a competition be¬ 
tween buyers and sellers; the ope set 
want to buy as cheap as possible, the 
other to sell as dear as possible. The 
result of this competition between buy¬ 
ers and sellers will depend upon the re¬ 
lations of the two previous aspects of 
the competition—that is. upon whether 
the competition in the ranks of the buy¬ 
ers or that in those of the sellers is the 
keener. Rusiness thus leads two op¬ 
posing armies into the field, and each 
of them again presents the aspect of a 
Imttle in its own ranks between its own 
soldiers. 1 hat army whose troops are 
least mauled by one another carries off 
the victory over the opposing host. 

Let us suppose that there are a hun¬ 
dred bales of cotton in the market, and 
at the same time buyers in want of a 
thou.sand bales. In this case the demand 
is ^eater than the supply. The com¬ 
petition between the buyers will tliert:- 
fore he intense: each of them will do his 
best to get hold of all the hundred bales 
of cotton. This example is no arbitrary 
sup]>ositiun. In the historv of the trade 
wc have experienced neriwls of failure 
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I leave with you, dear reader. 
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